
 

FREELANCE TECHNICIAN 

ROLE DESCRIPTION 

Fabrica, is looking to expand its team of technicians. As a technician your role would 
involve the installation and de-rig of artwork. Fabrica’s exhibitions conceptually and 
physically link the artwork with the architecture of the building. This makes for an 
immersive and site appropriate visitor experience. Technically this approach is 
challenging as no two exhibitions are the same and each installation must always be 
sensitive to the grade II listed building in which Fabrica is housed. Often this means 
adapting the exhibition installation to ensure minimal disturbance to the fabric of the 
building. 
  
As a technician you may be asked to complete a variety of tasks based on your 
skillset and experience, but there are also opportunities to grow or develop new 
skills, according to the needs of each exhibition.  
Frequently, technical tasks have included: 

• Filling, painting walls to a high standard 
• Installing artwork on a wall 
• Installing a projector 
• Putting up vinyl signage as well as framed posters 
• Putting up TV monitors 
• Installing wire rope across the exhibition space 
• Loading and unloading delivered artwork and/or materials 
• Working as part of a team to assemble equipment and artworks 
• Laying floor coverings 
• Working at height 
• Making good prior to the exhibition preview 
• Wall papering large blueback images onto bespoke walls 
−

Examples of specific tasks connected to certain exhibitions have included, 
• Installing 3000 tree stems 
• Realising on site sculptures made from light rope  
• Installing a projection screen on the ceiling 

This is a dynamic role in which you will be required to solve problems, work to tight 
deadlines, and adapt to an evolving situation. This is especially important when new 
installations/commissions have been developed specifically for Fabrica as these can 
evolve and change as the installation progresses. 

You will be working under the direction of Production Assistant, Valerie Furnham, but 
will also sometimes work closely with the exhibiting artist. You will be given tasks 



that will involve you working on your own and at other times working as part of our 
friendly team.  

We are looking for experienced, adaptable conscientious technicians with good 
attention to detail. You must be a good team player, be flexible, able to manage your 
time well and be able to adapt to the variety of exhibitions we present at Fabrica. 

PAY 

Experienced Technician - £17/hr - Technicians will need to demonstrate at least two 
years working in art galleries  (ie public, commercial or artist studio galleries) and 
demonstrate a good knowledge of art handling and installation practices. 

Assistant Technician - £12.50/hr - Assistant technicians should have some 
experience of hanging/ 
installing artworks or be able to demonstrate skills relevant to this area of work.  
Assistant technicians should be comfortable with the use of basic hand tools, 
painting and decorating and manual handling. You will have the opportunity to 
improve your skills whilst working with Fabrica, advancing to Experienced 
Technician once you have worked on 6 exhibition install/derig’s and you can 
demonstrate 
a good knowledge of art handling and installation practices. 

Specific expertise - we negotiate rates on a case-by-case basis for technicians who 
have specialist expertise, which may be needed from time to time for particular 
exhibitions.  

AVAILABILITY 

Fabrica presents 3-4 exhibitions per year with the installation period often occurring 
during the following weeks: 

Spring – Install - last week of March to 1st two weeks of April. Derig – 1st week of 
June 
Summer – Install – 1st two weeks of July. Derig – week following Aug bank holiday 
Autumn – Install - 1st two weeks of October. Derig – 1st week of December 
Winter (projection only) - Install -  2nd/3rd week December Derig – 2nd week of 
January 

Usual working hours are 9am to 6pm but sometimes you may be requested to work 
outside these hours. Where possible this will be arranged in advance but 
occasionally this may be discussed on the day with no obligation to stay. 

We also run smaller projects during June, September, January, February and March 
which often require some additional technician work. 



Whilst we try and give at least two months' notice on upcoming work this can 
sometimes shift due to production issues with the artwork and funding issues 

We try to keep the freelance technician team small so that we can ensure that 
technicians get regular work. 

INSURANCE 

We require all freelancer technicians to have their own public liability cover. This can 
be acquired at a very reasonable rate by joining the AN for £38 per year https://
www.a-n.co.uk/join/ 

We request a copy of your PL insurance certificate on acceptance of your 
application. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

The Job Specification, details of Fabrica’s organisational structure and work, and a 
Monitoring Form are included in this pack. 

To apply, please complete and send the following: 

• A completed application form 

• A CV 

• The Fabrica Monitoring Form  

  

Completed forms and letters of application should be addressed to Valerie Furnham 
with the subject heading ‘Freelance Fabrica Technician Application’ and emailed to: 
office@fabrica.org.uk. 

Selected applicants will be invited to an informal interview with the Production 
Assistant. 

Deadline for application is 10am on Wednesday 9th February 

Fabrica is committed to a policy of equal opportunity and is keen to reflect the 
diversity of UK society at every level within the organisation. We welcome 
applications from all sections of the community and demonstrable examples of how 
you meet the criteria from outside professional life are recognised as of equal 
status. Letters of application in the form of videos, audio blogs or other methods will 
be considered with the same guidelines as written applications. 
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