
 

 

                                              

 

 

FABRICA-BERTS ARTIST RESIDENCY 2022 – Application Details  

INTRODUCTION 
Fabrica and Brighton Exiled/Refugee Trauma Services (BERTS), in Brighton & Hove are seeking proposals for an 
artist residency to take place April-May 2022.  
 
The opportunity is open to visual artists and makers* living or working in the Greater Brighton Area.  
The fee is £1500 for c. 6 days artist time, plus £200 expenses 
 
Deadline for applications: Monday 14 March 2022, 12 noon 
 
* sculpture/installation, photography, film, digital media, mixed media including time-based and performative 
practices, crafts, painting, drawing 
BACKGROUND & CONTEXT 
Fabrica gallery in Brighton is seeking proposals for an artist residency to take place between 11 April and 29 
May 2022, in Brighton, on a project that seeks to explore and highlight the experiences of those in exile such 
as refugees, asylum seekers and destitute migrants.  

This process-orientated commission provides the opportunity for an artist to work with experienced 
commissioners Fabrica, and with BERTS, who provide free specialist trauma counselling and psychotherapy to 
refugees or other local people living in exile. The project will involve working directly with 6 of BERTS clients. 
 
In Spring 2022, Fabrica will present Journeys From An Absent Present to a Lost Past an exhibition by 
Syrian/American architect and artist Mohamad Hafez.  Mohamad creates miniature three-dimensional scenes 
that architecturally represent the urban fabric of the Middle East and serve as a backdrop for his political and 
social expression. The twelve to fifteen works that will be exhibited at Fabrica, are streetscapes, meticulously 
fashioned using found objects, paint, and scrap metal. They draw on the artists’ lived experience as an exile, 
his passion for street art and activism, and they seek to raise global awareness about the ongoing Syrian 
conflict. Stories of exile and estrangement from ‘home’ are always at the centre of his work. Mohamad sees 
making these pieces, which take hours and hours to produce, as a therapeutic process, and exhibiting them as 
a conscious-raising exercise.  Though tiny in scale, his extraordinary works capture the magnitude of the 
devastation and poignantly expose the fragility of human life.  
www.mohamadhafez.com 
 
In creating this residency opportunity, we are seeking, through the eyes of an artist, to understand more 
about the experiences and thoughts of asylum seekers and refugees living in this part of southeast England, 



 

 

including feelings about ‘home’. As an idea, ‘home’ has huge significance for those who have experienced 
forced relocation from their countries of origin: “home’ can be a symbol of comfort, and/or a source of 
trauma. Equally, remaking ‘home’ in the UK, which may have followed a terrible, drawn-out journey; staying in 
a temporary home like the camp at Calais; and then to continue to be in legal suspension or ‘home-less’ whilst 
an asylum claim is dealt with, and which may take many years. All this means that the concept of ‘home’ can 
be freighted with meaning.   
 
Specifically we wish to draw on the themes and resources of the exhibition to connect to these local people 
through creative activity, and where possible reflect commentary and/or material back into the wider 
exhibition either as material online, through social media and/or via special events.  
 
We welcome proposals from artists and makers living or working in the Greater Brighton Area that are 
currently exploring this thematic, or have done so in the past.  And can evidence that they have experience of 
working with groups. We are open to a wide range of approaches. 
 
WHAT WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
Proposals that primarily take a process-based, rather than a production-based approach. We are looking for 
proposals that frame a clear line of enquiry, which the artist will follow for the duration of the residency. The 
selected artist will be expected to share their thoughts and findings with audiences via Instagram and other 
social media platforms (e.g. Twitter/Facebook) and Fabrica’s newsletter .  Fabrica will provide some support to 
the artist in establishing the storytelling of the residency through Instagram/the Newsletter and will discuss 
the wider marketing of the residency with the artist. The artist will be required to take part in/deliver at least 
one small-scale public event/discussion as part of the residency, as well as in person sessions with a small 
group of BERTS clients. 
 
We are interested in artists who can bring their existing knowledge and insight to the opportunity, as well as 
following a new line of enquiry for the residency. We are primarily interested in proposals from artists or 
makers who can demonstrate a deep interest in/track-record with the thematic. As well as experience of 
working with people in community, educational or gallery/museum settings.  We would expect this to be 
evidenced through images of relevant past work or documentary/research material that shows clear intent to 
make work.  An enhanced DBS check/certificate (to include working with vulnerable adults as well as children) 
will need to be in place for the artist prior to working with the BERTS client group. 
 
We will favour expressions of interest that are experimental, interactive, reflect current thinking in arts 
practice, and that show a clear understanding of audiences.  
 
Your proposal should: 

 Consider how the thematic of ‘home’ might open up ways of engaging and working with asylum 
seekers/refugee participants 

 Outline a line of enquiry that you would follow for the residency that makes a clear point of connection 
with this thematic 

 Describe how audiences might interact with you and your enquiry – where do you anticipate that the 
learning or therapeutic opportunities will be? 

 Outline work that you have previously produced or devised that is relevant to the thematic and this 
enquiry 

 



 

 

TIMELINE & PROCESS – 2022 
 Monday 14 March, 12 noon - deadline for applications 
 Friday 18 March, 5pm – shortlisted artists notified 
 Monday 21 March -Thursday 24 March, 12-5pm – interviews for shortlisted artists 
 Friday 25 March– selected artist notified and contracted. 
 11 April-29 May: Residency including: 1 day preparation time, 5 days artist residency, including 

Instagram takeover, sessions with BERTS clients and attending/leading artist-programmed events as 
part of the residency, de-brief with Fabrica. 

 
SELECTION PANEL 
Liz Whitehead – Director, Fabrica. Liz develops Fabrica’s exhibition programme which responds to Fabrica’s site, an 
unconverted 19th century chapel and consciously explores key human themes and processes.  

Prof. Sally Munt, Director of BERTS, is Emeritus Professor of Cultural Politics at the University of Sussex, 
Brighton, UK. She is a BABCP accredited CBT therapist and Clinical Director of BERTS. 
 
ABOUT THE PARTNERS  
 
Fabrica has a strong track record in commissioning artists and presenting large-scale immersive works. An 
educational charity, Fabrica creates a wide-ranging programme of discussions, events, film screenings and 
hands-on activities around each exhibition it presents, believing that it enriches visitors’ experiences of the 
artist’s work, and opens up the possibility of learning more about the subjects that artists research. Fabrica is 
based at the former Holy Trinity Church, located in Duke Street, central Brighton. 
fabrica.org.uk 
 
BERTS is a dedicated trauma service hosted by Brighton & Hove CBT, for refugees, asylum seekers and 
destitute migrants in Sussex. All BERTS staff are unpaid and volunteer their time for free.  Refugees, asylum 
seekers and destitute migrants are much more likely to suffer from mental health problems than the general 
population, as a result of traumatic experiences.  
 
Migration itself can also cause significant mental health problems, in cultural and social readjustment, and in 
facing the isolation and sometimes poverty that being alone in a new country can cause. Depression and 
anxiety, and serious illnesses like Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, are very common with this group, and NHS 
provision of care is limited and local NHS services are overstretched.  
 
Refugees, asylum seekers and destitute migrants often come to the UK after experiencing terrible life 
histories, and the asylum process itself can provoke further mental suffering, as conditions for asylum seekers 
and refugees in this country are very difficult, particularly if they have been kept in poor housing conditions or 
in a detention centre. Refugees also can experience several last minute displacement to strange towns, and 
also local racism whilst in the UK, which makes things even more challenging. Many refugees have a real sense 
of fear about the possibility that their asylum claim might be refused and find themselves isolated and 
separated from loves ones and unable to cope. 
 
BERTS is a registered charity (1188586) and was formerly known as the Sanctuary Project. 
brightonandhovecbt.com/BERTS.html 
 



 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
 
Who Can Apply 

Essential: 

 Artists based in The Greater Brighton area. 
 Artists willing to undergo a DBS check. 

 
Preferred: 

 Artists with experience of working with vulnerable people. 
 

Submitting a proposal 

Your proposal should include all of the following: 

1. Your full name  

2. Contact Details: your full address*, your phone number, your email address, your URL (or somewhere 
online that we can view work by you that is relevant to the thematic and the line of enquiry that you are 
proposing). *your home address or place of work must fall within the Greater Brighton Area. 

4. Your statement. This should be no longer than 1200 words in total. Your statement will: 
 Introduce yourself and your artistic practice 
 Outline a line of enquiry that you wish to follow through this residency. The connection between your 

line of enquiry and the thematic (home) needs to be clear to the reader.  
 Mention any areas of research or personal and/or professional work you have already done in relation 

to this thematic, and outline any further research that would need completing prior to the start of the 
residency. 

 Show that you have thought about how audiences could engage with you about your residency. 
 Say where you might need practical support from Fabrica. 
 Say whether you have a current DBS certificate and whether this includes working with vulnerable 

adults. If you do not have a current DBS certificate you will be required to undergo a DBS check if you 
are offered the residency. 

 Send your proposal as a pdf document by email to: office@fabrica.org.uk with: 
 a CV no longer than two pages 
 a link to your website, or a downloadable file, which contains documentation of your previous work. 
 Please put BERTS Artist Residency 2022 in the subject bar of your email. 

 

DEADLINE: Monday 14 March 2022, 12 noon 


